
UI Health Kidney 
Transplant Program 

The Kidney Transplant Program at UI Health is one of the largest and most  
experienced kidney transplantation programs in Chicago. Our teams of experts 
work closely with you through every stage of a patient’s journey — from pre-transplant 
care to postsurgical monitoring. We are committed to providing patients and their 
families personalized treatment options for the best surgical outcomes.

Our kidney transplant surgeons provide care to adult patients, and we have expertise  
in a number of transplantation procedures, including living donor transplantations and 
transplants for obese patients and other high risk groups. We also are proud to offer 
paired kidney exchange — or “kidney swap” — for patients with donor blood-type 
incompatibilities.

As one of the top programs in Chicago we provide: 
•  Access to advanced care to our diverse community – we are one of Chicago’s

leaders in providing kidney transplants to Hispanic and African American patients.

• Multilingual and culturally sensitive staff.

• Transplant access to obese/overweight patients.

•  Personalized guidance through the work-up process with the potential to complete
work-up in 3-5 days.

• Top outcomes despite a medically and surgically complex patient population.

• Transition patients back to their nephrologist in a timely manner post-transplant.

Quick Referral Guide
To refer a patient, you can do one of the following: 

  Refer by Phone  
Register over the phone by calling 312.996.6771.

Refer by Fax  
Fax the completed registration form to 312.413.3483.

For more information about the Kidney Transplant Program visit, kidneytransplant.us.

2107-001

http://kidneytransplant.us


UI Health Kidney 
Transplant Program 
Transplant Physicians

Enrico Benedetti, MD
Head, Department of Surgery
Languages: English,  
Italian, Portuguese, Spanish

Ruchi Naik, MD, PhD 
Assistant Professor of Clinical 
Medicine; Languages: English, 
Hindi, Gujarati

Mario Spaggiari, MD
Assistant Professor of Surgery 
Languages: English, Italian

Jorge Alvarez Almario, MD
Assistant Professor of Surgery
Languages: English, Italian, 
Spanish

Zahraa Hajjiri, MD
Assistant Professor of Medicine
Languages: English, Arabic

Ignatius Tang, MD, PharmD
Medical Director, Kidney Trans- 
plant Program; Languages: 
Cantonese, Mandarin, English

Sajid Ansari, MD
Instructor of Clinical Medicine
Languages: English, Hindi, Urdu

Prerna Kumar, MD
Assistant Professor of Clinical 
Medicine; Language: English

Ivo Tzvetanov, MD
Chief, Division of Transplanta-
tion; Languages: Bulgarian, 
English, Russian

Pierpaolo Di Cocco, MD, PhD
Assistant Professor of Surgery
Languages: Italian, English

David Perkins
Professor of Medicine and 
Surgery; Language: English 
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